
 

Newsletter November 2019 

Chair’s corner 
ISO/TC 211 colleagues, 

What exciting 6 months as chair and part of the TC 211 community. I want to give you 

an idea of what these months have looked like. Focus for me jobwise has been the: 

• development of the standard perspective of the 

global geospatial framework, together with OGC 

and IHO and from our TC Chris Body and Serena 

Coetzee - to meet the expectations from the UN 

committee of geospatial experts;  

• revision of the strategic business plan, together 

with the TC ad hoc group - to meet the 

expectations from our committee; 

• discussion on how to strengthen outreach, 

together with Lena Bengtsson, Glenn Guempel, 

and Simon Vrečar - to meet the expectations 

from our environment. 

Personally, however, the most rewarding for me is the meetings and discussions with my 

committee colleagues. The WG convenors have substantially increased my knowledge 

and understanding of the needs that the WGs are facing. (One or two contributions from 

the WGs are found in this newsletter.) 

Furthermore, I have participated in fruitful discussions in the ad hoc group convened by 

Peter Parslow looking at future working group structures. The conversation with Larry 

Hothem and Mike Craymer from the control body for the ISO geodetic registry, has been 

about how the chair and secretariat/committee manager Mats Åhlin can assist in finding 

a longterm maintenance for the registry.  

As for future plenary weeks, Mats is preparing this plan based on the kind offers from our 

membership. Finally, Mats has together with Morten Borrebaek welcomed our newest 

liaison the World Wide Web Consortium (W3C), and in preparation is the World 

Geospatial Industry Council (WGIC). 

I hope to see you in Omiya in a few weeks, 

Agneta 

agneta.gren.engberg@lm.se 
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New repository for the ISO/TC 211 Harmonized UML Model 

                            

The ISO/TC 211 Harmonized UML Model has been moved from the Subversion Repository 

to Sparx ProCloud, hosted by Sparx Systems Pty Ltd. The Subversion repository (hosted 

by the JRC) was closed at October 30th 2019. 

The ISO/TC 211 Harmonized UML Model is available for view and reuse in several ways: 

through a Web Browser, by downloading a complete copy, as Reusable Assets in 

Enterprise Architect or through direct access to Sparx ProCloud in Enterprise Architect. 

• WebEA Access: The model is available on http://iso.sparxcloud.com. Registered 

users can log in and edit the model, while all users can view the model in read-

only mode. The WebEA Model shows the current model in the cloud repository and 

will always be up to date.  

• Downloading a complete copy: An Enterprise Architect project with a complete 

copy of the Harmonized Model is available for download from the HMMG GitHub 

(https://github.com/ISO-TC211/HMMG). The copy is updated periodically. 

• Reusable Assets: Parts of the model can be imported and reused in other models 

as Reusable Assets in Enterprise Architect. GUIDs for model elements are 

maintained from the old Subversion based repository, which means any existing 

links from local models to elements from the Harmonized Model remain 

unchanged. The Reusable Assets are updated periodically. 

• Editors with special privileges can access the model from a cloud connection in 

Enterprise Architect 

More information about the new Sparx ProCloud Service and how to access the 

Harmonized Model can be found at the HMMG GitHub: https://github.com/ISO-

TC211/HMMG/wiki. 

 

Published article 
A couple of articles, relevant to the work in ISO/TC 211, has been 

published in the ISPRS International Journal of Geo-Information. They were 

co-authored by Knut Jetlund, Erling Onstein and Lizhen Huang.: 

• Information Exchange between GIS and Geospatial ITS Databases 

Based on a Generic Model 

• Adapted Rules for UML Modelling of Geospatial Information for 

Model-Driven Implementation as OWL Ontologies 
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Ribose wins two Gold and one Silver Stevie® Awards at 2019 

International Business Awards® 
 

Our host of 

http://www.isotc211.org and 

Registration Authority for the 

ISO Geodetic Registry Ribose 

Inc. under the leadership of 

Ronald Tse has won two Gold 

Stevie Awards for “International Data Protection Solution” and “Semantic Technology 

Platform, Tools and Applications”, as well as a Silver Stevie Award for “Most Innovative 

Tech Company of the Year - Up to 100 Employees” at the 16th Annual International 

Business Awards. 

Read more: https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20190923005265/en/Ribose-

Wins-Gold-Silver-Stevie%C2%AE-Awards-2019 

 

Catch the 4th session of the Webinar series on Australian 

Geospatial Reference System 

The Intergovernmental Committee on 

Surveying and Mapping (ICSM) and the 

Surveying and Spatial Sciences Institute (SSSI) 

Young Professionals have been having a four-

part lunchtime webinar series on upgrades to 

the Australian Geospatial Reference System 

(AGRS); the collection of datums, reference 

frames, models, infrastructure and standards 

needed for accurate 4D positioning. 

You have the possibility to catch the 4th session 

in the series on the 28th of November. 

Read more: https://www.icsm.gov.au/webinar-

series-australian-geospatial-reference-system 
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3rd International Workshop on Spatial Data Quality now open 

for registration 

As reported in the last newsletter, EuroGeographics 

and EuroSDR is organizing a workshop on spatial data 

quality in conjunction with OGC, ISO/TC211 and ICA. 

The event takes place in Valetta, Malta, 28-29 January 

2020 and is open for registration 

https://eurogeographics.org/calendar-event/3rd-

international-workshop-on-spatial-data-quality/ 

 

Registration for ISO/TC 211 meeting in Omiya, Japan 

The meeting in Omiya, 9-13 December, is open for registration. Remember to register 

before 25th November 2019. 

The meeting schedule is now published on the plenary page. 

 

The Newsletter is made by Outreach at ISO/TC 211  

Do you want to contribute to the ISO/TC 211 newsletter send your text to lena.bengtsson@lm.se. 

Next newsletter will be sent out 15 February. Deadline for contribution is 30 January. 

Do you want to be added or removed from the mailing list of the newsletter please send an email to 

mats.ahlin@sis.se 
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